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Artist  unveils  Lincoln  'Burial  Duty'  statue 

Sales  of  smaller  statue  will  fund  life-sized  one  to  be  erected  at  Black  Hawk  War  Monument 
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Stefanie  Manley 

Ramon  "Jay"  Castro  unveils  his  Abraham  Lincoln  sculpture  during  a  reception  at  Fieldstone  Inn  in  Freeport  on  Thursday. 
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Freeport,  111.  —  The  lounge  was  filled  with  art  enthusiasts  and  supporters  of  Ramon  "Jay"  Castro  Thursday  as  he  unveiled  his 

Abraham  Lincoln  sculpture  called  "Burial  Duty"  at  Fieldstone  in  Freeport. 

The  reception  gave  Castro  a  chance  to  show  the  public  what  the  life-size  statue  will  look  like  by  showcasing  a  tabletop  version, 

which  is  for  sale  as  a  fundraiser  for  the  life-size  statue.  Twenty-five  of  the  small  versions  are  being  sold  at  $2,000  a  piece.  If 

sales  warrant,  more  bronze  sculptures  will  be  commissioned. 

"This  is  the  first  public  viewing  of  the  sculpture  and  while  we  did  have  a  private  showing  in  February,  it  is  great  to  be  able  to 

show  something  that  is  part  of  our  history  of  northwest  Illinois,"  Castro  said.  "The  smaller  version  is  only  in  a  first  edition 

printing  right  now,  but  we'll  see  where  it  goes. 

"The  price  is  set  to  help  offset  costs  for  the  larger,  life-size  statue  of  Lincoln,  which  will  be  placed  at  the  Black  Hawk  War 

monument  outside  the  village  of  Kent." 

Fieldstone  Inn,  owned  by  Pat  and  Linda  Beckman  of  Freeport,  was  the  chosen  site  for  the  unveiling.  Castro  was  introduced  by 

Patrick  and  Michael  Beckman,  both  history  buffs,  who  shared  a  bit  of  lore  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  ties  to  Freeport. 

"Jay  Castro  is  a  former  Navy  Seal,  who  served  his  country,"  Michael  Beckman  said.  "He,  too,  was  influenced  by  war,  just  like 

Lincoln  and  he  has  captured  Illinois'  favorite  son." 

Artist's  Conception 

"Burial  Duty,"  the  name  of  the  Lincoln  statue  goes  back  to  June  1832,  when  a  young  Captain  Lincoln  marched  with  his  men 

from  Fort  Dixon  to  Kellogg's  Grove  to  bury  the  Illinois  volunteers  who  had  fallen  while  battling  Black  Hawk's  warriors. 
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Historically,  most  visual  images  of  Lincoln  are  of  his  frontier  heritage  or  as  a  politician,  woodsman,  lawyer  and  president. 

"This  sculpture  portrays  another  part  of  Abraham,  his  short  military  tenure  during  the  Black  Hawk  War,"  Castro  said.  "He,  a 

young,  22-year-old  captain  of  the  Illinois  militia,  marched  his  men  through  arduous  terrain,  roamed  by  Black  Hawk's  warriors. 

"War  adds  the  perspective  of  battle  and  death  to  a  soldier's  character  —  no  doubt  this  experience  would  reflect  in  decisions  when 

he  became  president,"  he  added. 

Castro  said  the  sculpture  was  conceived  from  several  thoughts  —  from  a  combat  veteran's  point  of  view  who  has  experienced 

eminent  danger  in  war.  As  a  sculpture  artist,  reflecting  on  compassion,  Castro,  acting  on  information  that  came  out  of  a 

Stephenson  County  Board  meeting  about  improvements  to  be  made  at  the  site  of  the  Black  Hawk  War  monument,  began  doing 

research  on  Lincoln's  involvement. 

"I  went  out  to  the  war  memorial  site  and  began  research  on  Lincoln  and  the  more  I  read  —  I  thought  about  my  own  walks 

through  hostile  territory  and  it  just  all  gelled  after  that,"  Castro  said.  "This  project  has  been  a  journey,  and  I  want  to  show  how  I 

captured  the  essence  of  Lincoln,  his  walk,  his  journey  at  that  time." 

Raising  the  Funds 

Stephenson  County  Board  Chairman  John  Blum  spoke  of  the  county  board's  involvement  with  the  sculpture  and  subsequent 

statue  to  be  erected  at  the  site  of  the  Black  Hawk  War  monument.  Blum  said  the  county  is  working  on  three  individual  projects 

that  will  allow  repairs  and  upgrades  on  historic  monuments  in  Stephenson  County.  The  first  is  some  much  needed  repairs  on 

the  Civil  War  Monument,  located  on  the  grounds  of  the  Stephenson  County  Courthouse.  The  second  includes  repairs  to  the 

Kellogg's  Grove  Monument,  also  known  as  the  Black  Hawk  War  monument,  and  the  third  is  the  place  a  statue  of  Captain 

Lincoln  on  the  grounds  of  the  monument  site  near  Kent. 

"What  we  are  doing,  and  what  Jay  Castro  has  done,  is  a  community  project,"  Blum  said.  "It's  about  history  and  culture,  and  a 

cultural  project  to  maintain  history  and  culture  for  future  generations  —  This  is  not  an  easy  project." 

Money  is  needed  to  fund  the  life-size  statue  of  Captain  Lincoln.  Castro's  sculpture  of  "Burial  Duty"  is  now  for  sale.  To  be  able  to 

raise  the  more  than  $30,000  needed  to  commission  and  pay  for  the  statue,  the  Stephenson  County  Board  is  accepting  donations 

and  orders  for  the  current  sculpture. 

"Jay  Castro  has  lent  his  time,  talent  and  passion  to  this  project  and  once  placed  at  the  site,  it  will  be  of  historic  significance  of 

the  Kellogg's  Grove  Battle  and  Lincoln's  involvement,"  Blum  said. 

Linda  Beckman  said  money  raised  from  the  annual  Fieldstone  Golf  outing  on  Aug.  14  will  be  donated  to  the  Lincoln  Statue 

Project  and  to  help  with  the  restoration  of  the  Civil  War  monument. 

For  information  on  donating  or  purchasing  the  "Burial  Duty"  sculpture,  call  (815)  235-8277  or  write  to  "Captain  Lincoln 

Project",  P.O.  Box  778  Freeport,  IL  61032. 
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